
The 2025 INHALE PCP and SCP VBR scorecard which

was worth a total of 105% will now be split into 103%

and 102% (reimbursement period for 2025 SCP VBR is

03/01/25 – 02/28/26; 2025 PCP VBR is 09/1/25 –

08/31/26)

PARTICIPATION will be worth 103% of the VBR and

the measurement period will end 8/31/24 (as

originally planned).

PERFORMANCE will be worth 102%, aggregated at

the PO level and will extend to 10/31/24 (2

months longer than originally planned).

The performance target remains at increasing 5

percentage points from your baseline score for

Inhaler Education. This means if your baseline was

1%, the target is 6%; this has not changed from the

original release of the scorecard.

NOTE: the Tobacco Cessation VBR (102%) measure

details and measurement period will remain the

same, with the measurement period ending

08/31/24.

The new measurement year (participation and

performance) for 2026 VBR will still begin 9/1/24 and

go through 8/31/25.

Admin Portal Update

Starting in late

September, the INHALE

admin portal will be

separate from MCT2D.

Your log in credentials

will remain the same,

however the link to the

portal will be changed.

The CC will send out a

notification when this

change occurs. 
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SCP Scorecard PCP Scorecard

https://inhalecqi.org/wp-content/uploads/FINAL-2025-2026-INHALE-SCP-VBR-11.30.231.pdf
https://inhalecqi.org/wp-content/uploads/FINAL-INHALE-Adult-and-Pediatric-PCP-8.1.24.pdf


For more information

Visit reliance-study.org or

email the RELIANCE study

team: 

Jerry Krishnan, MD,

PhD

jakris@uic.edu

Nina Bracken, APN,

ACNP-BC

ngrude@uic.edu

The RELIANCE study, is a PCORI-funded, national clinical trial called comparing

roflumilast to azithromycin head-to-head for treatment escalation in people with

COPD. The results of the RELIANCE study are expected to inform hospital efforts to

reduce re-admissions and premature deaths in individuals with COPD, and

programs to reduce antibiotic overuse.

This study offers a unique, compensated opportunity for pulmonologists to get

involved in research (without research infrastructure like a study coordinator) by

simply referring their eligible patients to the study using a brief online form. The

RELIANCE team consents and follows up with participants remotely.

COPD Research Study Opportunity
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https://www.reliance-study.org/
https://www.reliance-study.org/
https://www.pcori.org/


JustAir

Residents of Wayne County

Michigan can sign up for text alerts

that provide hyper-local community

air quality monitoring networks.

AirNow

AirNow provides AQI monitoring

from the Environmental Protection

Agency and a wildfire/smoke map.

AUGUST  | VOLUME 4 | CLINCIAL 

Health Equity Corner
Air Quality Index Monitoring Tools

Air Quality Index (AQI) can affect patients with lung conditions with asthma flares,

increased coughing, and shortness of breath. AQI can also be raised during the summer

wild fire season. Tracking this information can give patients insight into their breathing

difficulties and when they may want to take extra caution to prevent flares.

Medication Updates

As of 8/1/24, Symbicort (brand) will be

moved to the generic tier for patients

with BCBSM commercial pharmacy

benefits. Generic Symbicort (Breyna) will

no longer be covered. According to

BCBSM, a new prescription is not

required and the change over for existing

refills will occur at the pharmacy.   

Symbicort Inhaler Cost Reductions
Some major asthma inhaler

manufacturers have announced $35 a

month caps on out-of-pocket costs.

The price cap will apply to people with

commercial/private insurance or no

insurance.

Read more here

https://www.justair.co/
https://fire.airnow.gov/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://community.aafa.org/blog/aafa-leads-the-way-to-lower-costs-of-asthma-inhalers?_gl=1*mjc69s*_gcl_au*MTk2OTEwMDQ3Mi4xNzIzMTE5Mzcz


Fall Regional Meetings - 5:30p Registration - 6:00p-8:00p Meeting

September 24th, October 1st, 3rd, 15th, and 16th 

October 16th - Pediatric focused meeting. All are invited to attend

in lieu of their assigned date/location. 

In person attendance for Practice Clinical Champions required 

Registration is now open in the Admin Portal

Little Lungs Asthma Training

This training focuses on asthma in the

pediatric population. It contains:

6 modules

Each module has about a 10 minute long

video

After watching the video there are 5

questions about what you learned

Additional resources are available to

review

Asthma Partnership Forum

A virtual event taking place on August 21st

11am to 1pm.

Agenda: 

Lung Health and Outdoor Air Quality 

Asthma Health through Air Quality

Data: Mobilizing Citizen Scientists for

Local Change 

For more information contact:

John Dowling

dowlingj@michigan.gov

COPD Educator Course

This 3 partial-day course is for healthcare

professionals who work with COPD patients,

such as respiratory therapists, internal medicine

nurses, pulmonary nurses, pharmacists and care

managers. The course includes thorough and

practical information healthcare professionals

can use in their work with COPD patients while

earning continuing education credits.

inhale-support@med.umich.edu
@INHALE_CQI

@INHALE CQI

@inhale_cqi

inhalecqi.org
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Opportunities for Learning

COPD Basics Course

This program is offered as a self-paced online

learning module to help people learn more

about COPD. The program is ideal for people

who have recently been diagnosed with COPD,

their families and healthcare professionals

such as nurses, physicians, and respiratory

therapists.

https://portal.mct2d.org/inhale/regional-meeting-registration
https://form.jotform.com/232346933490055
https://www.research.net/r/PartnershipForum2024
mailto:dowlingj@michigan.gov
https://www.lung.org/professional-education/training-certification/copd-educator-course
https://www.lung.org/lung-health-diseases/lung-disease-lookup/copd/learn-about-copd/copd-basics?utm_source=sfmc-ala&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20240808_BBC_Facilitator_Newsletter_August&utm_term=COPD+Basics+Module+link+1&utm_id=563591&sfmc_id=42887629&s_src=sfmc-ala&s_subsrc=20240808_BBC_Facilitator_Newsletter_August__Alias__COPD+Basics+Module+link+1&referrer=20240808_BBC_Facilitator_Newsletter_August

